Age 37]            Birth of Arthur's First Son              [1807
for the Continent* If troops are to be sent into Germany, of course
all other views must for the present be abandoned; and I hope that as
four out of five regiments here now have been taken from my command
to be sent on service, I shall now be sent; and I don't care in what
situation; I am only afraid that Lord Grenville does not understand
that I don't want a chief command if it cannot be given to me; and that
I should be very sorry to stay at home when others go abroad, only
because I cannot command in chief.1
His wish, however, was not granted, and December finds
him at Deal j a little later he was hunting at Hatfield, after
which he appears to have settled in Town again.
On February 3rd Kitty presented him with a son, who was
christened Arthur Richard.f "She has a nice little boy
. . ." records Mrs. Calvert who went to visit her; "Sir
Arthur was there too, and Lady Salisbury and the Ladies
Cecil came in while I was there/'2
Yet how strange it is that Arthur never mentioned the
birth of his son in a letter which he wrote to his great friend,
Colonel Malcolm, after the event. Neither does he appear to
have mentioned his marriage in previous letters. Yet when
the time came for Malcolm to become a benedict, Arthur's
good wishes rang true. " I beg leave to congratulate you
on your marriage ", he wrote, " and to assure you that I
rejoice most sincerely in an event which is so likely to contri-
bute to your happiness."3
On March 25th the Grenville Ministry resigned, and a new
government was formed by the Duke of Portland.:}: In this
1 British Museum Add. MS. 37415> folio 23.
2 Irish Beauty of the Regency, p. ji.
* Supp. Despatches, Vol. XIII, p. zS$*
* England at that time was holding in readiness a number of troops
to co-operate with the Powers on the Continent, against France. There
was a proposal afoot to send a force to aid Prussia.
f Marquess of Douro, and 2nd Duke of Wellington, 1807-1884.
Editor of the Supplementary Despatches of the first Duke of
Wellington.
^Bentinck, William Henry Cavendish, 3rd Duke of
1738-1809.
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